/;/ Northern India.
The agricultural yeoman cannot usually afiord to keep his women in seclusion. Where all are poor, all must work for their living ; and all work and live in public. But he requires a cowhouse, or byre, for his oxen ; a store room for his grain (when he has any) an anteroom in his entry ; a yard for his children to play in, and for the cow dung fuel (uplah) to be dried and stored in ; a general sitting room, and a raised bed-chamber clear of the feverish malaria which, as he has learned by rule of thumb, will not go above twelve feet from the ground where it is generated. The annexed plan shows the general disposition and native names of these various divisions of the villager's dwelling. The apartments are for the most part roofed with beafcen earth, and the inmates sit there in the evening and often sleep upon the terraces at night But the nohra (cattle-shed) chapar (open gallery) and Atari (upper chamber) are thatched with a reedy grass.
Of ornament or furniture, these poor dwellings are very bare. The outer door-posts may be decorated with a line of whitewash and the impression of two open human hands in red ochre; a few wooden cots, bottomed with woven grass-rope, a large brass co'oking-pot, a few plates and dishes, of metal in good times, of clay in times that are hard, an earthen lamp in a niche, and a few dirty cotton clouts, this is all that you will see within.